Stereoselective formation of alpha-quaternary stereocenters in the Mannich reaction.
Condensation of alpha,alpha-disubstituted lithium enolates derived from bicyclic thioglycolate lactams with benzenesulfonyl imines affords Mannich addition products with excellent diastereoselectivity. Cleavage of the auxiliary under hydrolytic or reducing conditions affords beta-amino acids and alcohols, respectively.